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Step 1: Adult as model

Step 2: Echo Reading

Step 3: Text annotation

Step 4- Encourage think pair share and use lolly sticks for children to share QCAP+

Step 5: Repeated choral reading

Step 6: Summarising – VIP & GIST

Step 7: Prompting dialogue and 
practice comprehension ( oral 
response)

Step 8: Further discussion and 
feedback 

Step 9: Practice comprehension-
written response 

Step 10: Reflect and feedback 



Reading comprehension can be improved by teaching pupils specific strategies that they can apply both to monitor and
overcome barriers to comprehension. When used successfully, such strategies can improve pupils’ understanding of written
texts and ability to infer meaning from context. Where appropriate, these approaches can be combined with phonics activities,
or collaborative learning approaches, to develop reading skills.

Phase 1
The adult reads the selected 
passage of the class text aloud as an 
‘expert model’ of fluency whilst 
pupils follow the text with their own 
copy. This may be repeated multiple 
times as necessary. 

Step 1: Adult as model

Phase 2
The adult reads the selected passage again 
modelling reading comprehension strategies.  

Clarifying—Teacher models identifying areas of uncertainty, 
which may be individual words or phrases, and seek information 
to clarify meaning. 

Activating prior knowledge—Teacher models what they already 
know about a topic, from reading or other experiences, and try to 
make links. This helps pupils to infer and elaborate, fill in missing 
or incomplete information, and use existing mental structures to 
support recall.

Questioning—pupils generate their own questions about a text 
in order to check their comprehension

Prediction—Adult models predicting what might happen as a text
is read. This causes them to pay close attention to the text, which
means they can closely monitor their own comprehension.

Step 2: Echo Reading

Phase 1
Children echo back the section read by the
adult, emulating their intonation, tone,
speed, volume, expression, movement, use
of punctuation, etc.“I wonder what that word 

means.. Ahh, I think it could 
mean X because I know 

that/ I have 
heard/seen/read before”

I know that other animals are 
nocturnal too like owls, 

badgers… they sleep in the 
day and hunt at night. Maybe 
when the author says “ being 
a nurse on the night shift is a 

bit like being nocturnal” 
means that…

Wh—prompts that begin with 
‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘when’, 

‘why’, and ‘how’ (‘why’ and 
‘how’ questions tend to 

prompt the most linguistically 
complex responses from 

children), 

I wonder if the author will go 
onto describe …

I think that….

Phase 2
Children echo back the section read by the
adult, emulating their Q-CAP and adding to..

Step 3: Text annotation

Phase 1
Children work in pairs or triads. Each
group may:
1. all have the exact same short
section of text, or
2. a longer section might be split into
short parts, so that each group has a
different piece. Q-blue pen

C-green pen
A- black pen
P-pink pen

Step 4- Encourage think pair share and use lolly sticks for children to share QCAP+





Phase 1
In their groups, children read their section aloud, echoing the initial reading by the adult.

Step 5: Repeated choral reading

Step 6: Summarising – VIP & GIST

Phase 1
Children text mark VIP’s ( Very important words or phrases ) that help give a GIST.
Ask children to work together to highlight certain words or phrases that give the reader a sense of what the text is all about or a summary. Challenge the 
children to formulate these into a headline of now more than 10/5/4 words.

Step 7: Prompting dialogue and practice comprehension ( oral response)

Phase 1
Give children the printed questions linked to the text. Explain that their task is not to answer the question, but firstly to rank the questions in level of difficulty. 

For the remainder of the session, children should discuss the most difficult questions first, taking turns to give their oral response, each adding and building on 
the next until each group member is happy to move onto the next question

Step 8: Further discussion and feedback 

At a whole class level, children share the question that they thought was the trickiest and other children and the teacher feed in their own response. This is 
an ideal opportunity to generate the best composite answer and display on the working wall. 

This is the teachers opportunity to address misconceptions and model the correct answer.



Step 9: Practice comprehension- written response 

Step 10: Reflect and feedback 

Children to have individual copies of the text available and the questions explored from the previous session. During this 
session children should give their individual written response.

Either display the answers at a whole class level, or give partners /teams the answers to self/peer mark. 



Task 2

Consider day 2 and 3 of 
the reading session, 
steps 5-10. 

Cross reference with the 
EDF research 
recommendations 1-3 
and discuss ‘ how for 
does day 1 go to 
achieving the aims of the 
recommendations?’





Lastly….


